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abated their disposition to fight, had diminished their capacity for fighting Their political and perhaps their spiritual system was passing through analogous transformations The ancient forms remained, but an altered spint was working under them From the earliest antiquity they had been divided into tribes and sub-tribes each tribe and sub-tribe being practically independent, or united only by common objects and a common sentiment of race The rule was the rule of the strong, under the rudest forms of tribal organization The chief was either hereditary or elected, or won his command by the sword The mass of the people were serfs. The bestfighteis were self-made nobles, under the chief's authority Every man in the tribe was the chief's absolute subject, the chief, in turn, was bound to protect the meanest of them against injury from without War, on a large scale or a small, had been the occupation of their lives The son was not admitted mto his father's presence till he was old enough to be a soldier When the call to arms went out, erery man of the required age was expected at the mustei, and the last comer was tortured to death in the presence of his comrades as a lesson against backwardness
As the secular side of things boie a rude resemblance to feudalism, so on the religious there was a similar anticipation of the mediaeval Catholic Church The Druids were not a special family, like the Le-vites, or in any way born into the priesthood They were an order composed of persons selected, when young, out of the higher lanks of the community, either for speciality of intellect, or from disposition, or by the will of their parents, or from a desire to avoid military service, from which the Diuids were